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About SVC - 

The Sacramento Valley Conservancy was 
founded in 1990 on two basic principles: 

that open lands are necessary for quality of 
life and that we must care for the land today 
so future generations may enjoy its physical 

and spiritual benefits tomorrow. 


Our mission is to preserve the beauty, 
character and diversity of the Sacramento 
Valley landscape by working with citizens, 

property owners, developers, public 
agencies and other nonprofit organizations.  

We work with willing sellers to create 
dedicated open space from the acceptance 
of gifts, private purchase, the facilitation of 

public acquisition, conservation easements 
and by cooperative efforts. 


SVC is accredited by the Land Trust 
Accreditation Commission and is a 

nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. 

Help STOP invasive species  
Red Alert  

Not wanted alive!


Onion grass can significantly reduce the 
productivity of pastures and animal systems, 

making it a costly agricultural weed. 


Onion grass has no nutritional benefit to 
animals, remaining undigested in the gut. 

If enough is consumed, fiber balls may form 
and obstruct the bowel, causing death. 


In pastures, onion grass often grows ahead of 
desirable species, utilizing valuable moisture 

and nutrients and restricting production.


Romulea rosea

Environmental costs of invasive weeds 

• The Nature Conservancy4 estimates Invasive
species have contributed directly to the decline
of 42% of the threatened and endangered
species in the United States, and over 100 million
acres (an area roughly the size of California)
suffer from invasive plant infestations.

• Invasive plants typically harm native species
through habitat degradation and competition for
shared resources, and are a leading cause of
population declines, biodiversity declines and
extinction in both plants and animals.

Financial costs of invasive weeds 
• The most widely referenced paper (Pimental et al.

2005)1 reports that invasive species cost the
United States more than 120 billion dollars per
year in damages.

• The cost of rangeland degradation (less nutrition
per mass of forage or outright non-palatability
and or toxicity) from only invasive weeds is 6
Billion dollars a year (Pimental et al. 2005)1. A 10-
year-old number that has increased since then.

• The USDA2 estimates a loss of $144 million in
production per year to cattleman of the
intermountain west because of Spurge, an
invasive weed alone, Spurge.

• The University of Nevada Reno (UNR) in a paper
titled Economic Impacts from the Effects of
Invasive Weeds on Outdoor Recreation3

estimates a cost of up to 22.3 million dollars a
year to the state from the loss of recreation
opportunities.

• Many if not most invasive weeds alter the natural
landscape in ways that create a much more
flammable environment, deplete the soil of
nutrients, and do a poor job of soil stabilization.
The costs associated with fire suppression and
soil erosion and subsequent water quality
problems are values not captured in the afore-
mentioned studies. Costs are estimated to range
into the billions of dollars.
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What does Onion Grass 
look like?5 

• Onion Grass is a perennial 
herb, rising annually from a 
brown coated globular corm 
about ½ in diameter.


• Leaves 3 - 10, all rising 
from the base of the plant, 
tough and grass-like, to 12 
in long about 1/16 in wide, 
with blunt edges and a 
prominent midrib. 


• Blooms in spring to early summer


•Flowers 2–4 per plant, 
pink to rosy purple with a 
yellow throat, with six equal 
spreading lanceolate petals, 
about 1/3 in across, solitary 
at the end of a short stout 
stalk and subtended by 2 
membranous bracts.


• Fruit a wrinkled 
broadly oblong 
capsule, ¼ to ½ 
inch long.

The Costs of Onion Grass and other 
invasive weeds to SVC 

The Deer Creek Hills preserve (DCH) exists in 
large part to the cattle grazing operation, which 
pays for operating cost of the property.  If 
rangeland quality is compromised so to is the 
value of the cattle lease.  This translates directly 
into the long-term maintenance of DCH.


DCH is a showcase of 
preservation, compatibility 
with multi user-groups, 
ranching, recreation, and 
research, invasive plants 
undermine this value.

Where does it occur? 
Generally disturbed areas in grasslands or open 
woodlands; also in gardens and along roadsides, 

often on soils that are relatively bare.  

Help stop the spread

For all the places you go


Driving - Do not drive off the road. 

Hiking - Clean your shoes before going out into 
nature, bag your shoes at the end of the hike, 
clean your shoes when you are home and destroy 
or plastic bag and trash all seeds. Bike - clean 
your tire treads, gears, shoes and brakes before 
and after rides.

Horse - Clean out your trailer and the horse’s 
hooves before and after your ride.  Do not bring 
hay or straw out into the field, it is a common 
vector of unwanted weeds, use pellets instead.


What is the Sacramento 
Valley Conservancy (SVC) 

Doing about it? 

• Experimenting to find effective control 
measures 


• Monitoring for spread and success of 
control measures


• Implementing control measures

• Educating the public and user groups


What can the public can do to help? 

• Join SVC’s “Weed The People”.

• Donate funds and time to cover costs 

associated with invasive plant control.

• Become educated about the problem and 

ensure that your shoes, your horse, your 
bike, your tripod legs, do not become 
inadvertent vectors.


• Share your new 
knowledge and help 
to educate others 
about onion grass 
and invasive species 
in general. 


• Find out more and 
volunteer at 
www.sacramentovalleyconservancy.org


1 .http://www.plantright.org/pdfs/Pimentel-et-al2005.pdf 

2	  http://www.team.ars.usda.gov/timeline.html	  

3	  http://www.plantright.org/pdfs/Eisworth-et-al2006.pdf 

4	  http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/habitats 
/forests/explore/invasives-101.xml 

5.http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/pastures-
management/onion-grass-romulea-rosea-management-in-pastures 
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