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TABLE SPONSORSHIPS

Show someone special you care, 
dedicate a table in their honor. 

Your gift or memorial table will 
be placed in a beautiful outdoor 
setting at Camp Pollock or Deer 
Creek Hills Preserve (your choice) 
and provide a resting / picnicking 
location for visitors.

Tables are made from 3000 milk 
jugs, recycled HDPE plastic, and are 
impervious to water, rot, and mold. 
Non-leach and safe for aquatic 
areas and maintenance-free. $1,800 
includes bronze plaque with up to 
four lines of text, shipping, tax and 
assembly. 
916 974-4326 or purchase online 
www.sacvalleyconservancy.org

$176,000 GRANT APPROVED!
In May 2019 the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) approved a $176,000 grant 
for site improvements at Camp Pollock. The WCB-funded renovations include 
restoration of over an acre of native plants, installation of educational signs, 
water-efficient landscaping, parking lot improvements, and enhanced public 
access. SVC has contracted with landscape architects at ICF to design the site 
plans and with the Sacramento Regional Conservation Corps Education and 
Workforce Training Program to complete a portion of the site improvements.

You can help contribute to this exciting project. Sign up to volunteer for native 
garden plantings, dedicate a new picnic table, or even sponsor the Natural 
Playscape Installment. Renovations are tentatively scheduled to begin in June 
2020, but help is needed in the meantime to prep and maintain the property. 
Camp Pollock sits on the north bank of the America River, less than 3 miles from 
the State Capitol building.

The Lower American River Conservancy Program is administered by WCB, and 
was created by AB1716 to provide a state partner to work cooperatively with 
local agencies and nonprofit organizations. The goal of the Program is to help 
fund projects and provide grants to restore, enhance, interpret, protect and 
improve public access to the Parkway’s natural, recreational, educational and 
cultural resources. More information about the Camp Pollock site improvement is 
available online at www.sacvalleyconservancy.org

Camp Pollock courtyard. Dona Montuori Whitaker



CELEBRATING THE TREASURES OF THE VALLEY

On a beautiful October evening, the community came together 
to celebrate the protection of local open space. The farm-to-fork 
themed festivities at Camp Pollock marked SVC’s 27th annual 
Treasures of the Valley fundraiser. Guests enjoyed a social evening 
of live music, fine wine, craft beer, a silent auction, and samples 
of fresh hors d’oeuvres and sweets sourced from right here in 
the Sacramento Valley.

"I'm both honored and touched by the support we received at this year's event. It's inspiring to see so many like-minded people 
come together to celebrate land conservation in the Sacramento region. Your generosity and support for SVC gives me hope 
for what's possible as we continue working together to protect Sacramento's natural places now and for future generations." 
KELLY HOPKINS, Executive Director

THANK YOU TO OUR TOP SPONSORS
Law Office of  

ALFRED F. JAHNS

Kathryn Shurtleff  
& Michael Smith

Photos courtesy of  
Dona Montuori Whitaker

ON THE FARM WITH 
RICARDO GARCIA
Our farmers mean the world to us. They are important 
as both producers of the food that feeds us all, and as 
stewards of our precious natural resources and open 
space. During a recent monitoring visit, Stewardship 
Specialist Matt Egan interviewed Ricardo Garcia. Garcia 
is a walnut farmer at SVC's Elkhorn Basin Ranch which 
is a 1500-acre permanently protected property in Yolo 
County. Here are highlights:

Q. How did you get your start in agriculture? 
A. My Dad worked in agriculture, and when I was 
thirteen years old, one of my Dad’s workers didn’t show up for work. My dad asked me to help, and to run a bulldozer for a couple 
hours. I was driving the tractor and the farm owner showed up and asked who I was. My dad explained that I was filling in for one 
of the workers. The owner said to put me on the payroll and anytime I had some free time I could come and make some money. 
On Monday, I went to school, asked for a workers permit, and I’ve been working on the farm ever since.

Q. What challenges do you face in farming here at Elkhorn Basin Ranch? 
A. Here in this area, one of the toughest things is dealing with the river, because we have flooding situations every so often, like 
we just had (in 2017). When that happens, it beats you down, your morale is low and it takes a while to come back from that. 
We had the flood in 2017, but here we are two years later, and we’ve planted new trees and started to see new growth so that 
motivates you to keep going.

Q. How has farming shaped you into the person you are today? 
A. It has made me responsible. This type of job is sun up to sun down. A lot of times it requires working that extra hour. If I leave 
on Friday, I am back on Saturday. In my position, I am the farmer and secretary and I have to wear a lot of hats. I think it has made 
me business savvy. I don’t think I would trade it for anything else.
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MANAGING RANGELANDS
The Sacramento region is well known for beautiful golden rolling 
hills strewn with wandering herds of cattle. SVC manages almost 
8,000 acres of grassland habitat, which may more broadly 
be considered as “rangeland.” Each year brings increasingly 
unpredictable weather, influencing water availability, quality of 
forage, and now a rising threat of wildfire. In order to assess and 
track the condition of its rangelands, SVC conducts a practice 
called residual dry matter, or RDM. The process includes visiting 
GPS points annually on each property in the late summer, where 
a calculated estimate of how much herbaceous growth (or dry 
matter) remains from the spring. This allow us to track how well 
the property was grazed; making sure to not graze too heavy 
and compromise the overall habitat, but also not too light as to 
allow thatching or blanketing of grass that will prevent growth of 
native vegetation and increase fire threat.

RDM is conducted through a combination of visual 
estimation and clipping and weighing of the remaining dry 
matter. Measured in pounds per acre, the resulting RDM 
measurements allow SVC to request ranchers to either 
increase or ease up on grazing for the following season. With 
California's lengthened fire seasons and susceptibility, SVC uses 
RDM as part of its decision-making process to take a proactive 
approach to wildfire suppression and rangeland health. At the 
request of Cal Fire, SVC is considering the use of select SVC-
managed properties as locations to conduct controlled burns 
for Cal Fire agency trainings. Prior to burning, Cal Fire will 
identify critical areas to conduct controlled burns and develop 
a Vegetation Management Plan, which aims to reduce dense 
flashy fuels, increase weed suppression, and make for healthier 
habitat and provide better forage for the critters that call SVC-
managed preserves home.

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE

REI FUNDS DEER CREEK HILLS 
TRAILHEAD IMPROVEMENTS
In addition to new, honorary picnic tables at Deer Creek Hills 
Preserve’s Eagle Camp Corral, visitors will be able to escape 
the hot summer sun in 2020. Thanks to a generous $9,500 
grant from REI Co-op, shade sails are being installed over the 
picnic tables. The grant also covers an improved information 
kiosk and new gates. Check out the calendar on the back of this 
newsletter for dates and times the 4,600-acre Preserve is open 
to the public—including REI Outdoor School classes.

25 DOCENT TOURS
Trips curated by docents offer 
a unique, fun and educational 
experience for visitors. Our 
birding, botany, equestrian, 
astronomy, yoga, and history 
hikes would not be possible 
without the efforts of our 
dedicated and knowledgeable 
docents who donate their 
talents and thousands of 
hours of their time each year.

650 VOLUNTEER 
SERVICE HOURS
Thanks to community members 
and partner organizations, SVC 
received over 650 volunteer 
hours dedicated to service 
projects. Tasks include removing 
invasive plants, raking leaves, 
planting native gardens, trash 
clean up, facility maintenance, 
repairs, and installing rain water 
collection systems.

250 HOURS TRAIL 
MAINTENANCE
Between June and October, 
SVC's docents are busy 
maintaining trails for weekly 
Monday night mountain bike 
rides at Deer Creek Hills. 
Thanks to their hard work, 
the trails are clear and always 
interesting for new and 
returning riders.

3,000 STUDENTS
By partnering with local schools 
and community organizations, 
SVC's Youth Education & 
Stewardship (YES) program 
annually hosts more than 3,000 
students who get to experience 
the beauty of open space and 
hands-on STEM curriculum 
close to home at nature 
preserves protected by SVC.

Interested in becoming a docent or program partner? 
Contact SVC's Program Coordinator Carly Amatisto 

outreach@sacramentovalleyconservancy.org
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR SPRING OUTINGS
Hike ~ Ride ~ Run ~ Explore ~ Camp ~ Volunteer
Sat. Nov 23 9am - 1pm Camp Pollock Volunteer Day
Sat. Nov 23 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open
Fri. Nov 29 All Day #OptOutside
Sat. Nov 30 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open
Sat. Nov 30 9am - 1pm Thanksgiving Equestrian Ride
Sat. Nov 30 9am - 1pm REI Backcountry Navigation
Sat. Nov 30 9am - 1pm REI Outdoor Photography
Tue. Dec 3 All Day Support SVC on Giving Tuesday
Sat. Dec 21 9am - 1pm Camp Pollock Volunteer Day

Sat. Dec 28 9am - 1pm Camp Pollock Volunteer Day
Thur. Jan 2 5:30 - 6:30pm Camp Pollock Open House
Sat. Jan 11 9am - 1pm Camp Pollock Volunteer Day
Sat. Jan 18 Morning/ 

Afternoon
2020 Docent Training

Sat. Jan 25 9am - 1pm Camp Pollock Volunteer Day
Sat. Jan 25 8am - 5pm REI Wilderness First Aid
Sun. Jan 26 8am - 5pm REI Wilderness First Aid
Sat. Feb 1 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open
Sat. Feb 1 9am - 1pm History Hike
Thur. Feb 6 5:30 - 6:30pm Camp Pollock Open House
Sat. Feb 8 9am - 1pm Camp Pollock Volunteer Day
Sat. Feb 8 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open

Sat. Feb 8 10am - 2pm Equestrian Ride
Sat. Feb 15 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open
Sat. Feb 22 9am - 1pm Camp Pollock Volunteer Day
Sat. Feb 22 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open
Sat. Feb 22  9am – 1pm Woodland Yoga Hike
Sat. Feb 22 10am - 2pm Equestrian Ride
Sat. Feb 29 8am - 1pm Upland Birding
Sat. Feb 29 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open
Thur. Mar 5 5:30 - 6:30pm Camp Pollock Open House
Sat. Mar 7 All Day Arbor Day
Sat. Mar 7 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open
Sat. Mar 7 9am - 1pm Camp Pollock Volunteer Day
Sat. Mar 7 9am - 1pm History Hike
Sat. Mar 7 4 – 8pm Moonrise Equestrian Ride
Sat. Mar 14 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open
Sat. Mar 14 9am - 1pm Deer Creek Hills Service Day
Sat. Mar 14 9am – 1pm Woodland Yoga Hike
Sat. Mar 14 10am - 2pm Equestrian Ride
Sat. Mar 14 8am - 5pm REI Wilderness First Aid
Sun. Mar 15 8am - 5pm REI Wilderness First Aid
Sat. Mar 21 9am - 1pm Camp Pollock Volunteer Day
Sat. Mar 21 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open

Sat. Mar 21 9am - 1pm Natural History Hike
Sat. Mar 28 7am - 12pm South Pond Birding
Sat. Mar 28 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open
Sat. Mar 28 9am – 1 pm Woodland Yoga Hike
Thur. Apr 2 5:30 - 6:30pm Camp Pollock Open House
Sat. Apr 4 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open
Sat. Apr 4 9am - 1pm History Hike
Sat. Apr 4 10am – 2pm Equestrian Ride
Thur. Apr 9 11am - 1pm Creek Week Splash Off
Sat. Apr 11 9am - 1pm Self-Guided Trails Open
Sat. Apr 11 9am – 1pm Woodland Yoga Hike
Sat. Apr 11 8am - 5pm REI Wilderness First Aid
Sun. Apr 12 8am - 5pm REI Wilderness First Aid

Dates and times are subject to change, and may be weather dependent. Advanced registration is required.
View the updated calendar and register for all activities online:

WWW.SACVALLEYCONSERVANCY.ORG


