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SPECIES SPOTLIGHT: 
TRICOLORED BLACKBIRD

Tricolored Blackbirds (Agelaius tricolor), also known as Trikes, 
are an endemic species found almost exclusively in California. 
SVC’s preserves help provide safe and welcoming nesting sites 
for this declining species. In 2019, the Tricolored Blackbird was 
officially listed as ‘threatened’ by the California Fish and Game 
Commission. In April 2020, docents Thomas Baumann and Lisa 
Couper confirmed 80-100 nesting tricolored blackbirds while 
monitoring Deer Creek Hills (DCH) Preserve. 

NATIVE PLANT NURSERY 
SPROUTING SOON

A new native plant nursery is planned for downtown 
Sacramento. On March 6th, SVC staff received conceptual 
approval from the American River Parkway Advisory 
Committee for what will be the Pollock Native Plant Nursery. 
This nursery will create positive change in the Sacramento 
region by providing more native plants for our community 
and the Parkway. Native plants help restore the vitality of 
the local ecological system and can serve as bridges and 
corridors to larger intact native habitats. Native plants 
are not only beautiful and resilient, they also renew the 
underground networks that haven been biologically 
designed for this region. Perennial native bunch grasses 
drive roots deep into the ground, creating a natural sponge 
to soak up water, break up soil compaction and sequester 
carbon. Other plants like Sticky Monkey flowers and 
Buttonbush provide nectar and nesting habitat for rare and 
elusive native pollinators. By planting native, the public can 
participate in the protection and sustainability of California’s 
ecological resources, right in their own yards! 

The Pollock Native Nursery will support the Homegrown 
Habitat initiative created by California Native Plants Society 
and will provide additional plants and resources for the public 
to get involved. It is SVC’s goal to get more than 1,000 native 
plants from pots into the ground in the first year of being open, 
but we need your help. Please consider donating 'seed' funding 
to get the native nursery growing in 2020. 

Volunteers are needed to help with planting, sanitizing 
pots, irrigation maintenance, weed management and plant 
sales. If you are interested in becoming a native plant 
nursery volunteer, contact Program Coordinator Carly 
Amatisto at outreach@sacramentovalleyconservancy.org 
or sign-up to receive the latest e-news with notifications 
about upcoming volunteer dates, plant sales and more! 
Visit SacramentoValleyConservancy.org for information.
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“It’s great news to have the birds counted and verified, it shows 
the strength of adaptive management at work” - Carly Amatisto, 
SVC Program Coordinator.

While similar to the Red-winged Blackbird, Trikes are 
discernible by their longer, more conical bills, distinctive “sick 
cat-like” shrill, and male birds have stark white edging on their 
red wing epaulets. In winter you may see mixed foraging flocks 
containing both blackbirds, but nesting behavior of the two 
species is decidedly different.

The colonies are often observed in groups of hundreds to 
thousands. Birds stream in and out of the colony to procure 
nesting material or high-protein food like grasshoppers 
and dragonflies for their young. Trikes seek a safe haven 
for nesting such as large stands of thistle, mustard, 
blackberries, bulrushes or cattails and need an open water 
source within about a 1/4 mile. In 2006 the largest colony 
observed was 140,000 birds. By 2017 the largest colonies 
consisted of about 13,000. As a consequence of the loss of 
75-85% native wetlands in California, colonies are forced to 
relocate to smaller, less disturbed sites, like DCH and are 
found to be smaller in size. Together we are providing a safe 
and welcoming breeding site for the Tricolored Blackbird on 
SVC preserves. 
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LETTER FROM 
THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR
Dear Supporters, 
My thoughts have been with you all over the past six 
weeks while our community has sheltered in place. I’m 
thankful for the essential service workers, including our 
farmers and ranchers who continue to work hard to 
keep us healthy and fed, especially in this time of crisis. 
Now more than ever, I am thankful for the time I am able 
to spend outdoors, thankful for the natural spaces that 
provide respite from the chaos of this crisis and grateful to 
find solace from a walk in nature. It is those comforts that 
serve as reminders for the importance of the work we are 
doing to permanently protect open space and wild places.   

I am thankful for your continued support for the 
Conservancy. Your support ensures we continue to work 
steadfast towards the vision to protect a network of 
natural and working landscapes in the Sacramento region.

While the Conservancy staff works remote, and on 
remote open space preserves, we are also actively 
working to add another 665 acres of wetland and Valley 
Elderberry Longhorn Beetle habitat, to the Sacramento 
Prairie Vernal Pool Preserve. Another 65 acres of 
agriculture lands and Swainson’s Hawk habitat will be 
added to our growing list of conservation easements 
and we are working cooperatively with project partners 
to develop a pilot groundwater recharge project in East 
Sacramento County. With each of these conservation 
projects also comes greater climate resiliency, protection 
of native plants for more effective carbon sequestration, 
and increased food security by helping local farmers and 
ranchers stay on their lands. 

For each of us, our connection to nature and the 
health of the environment are essential to the health 
and well-being of the entire Sacramento region, now 
and for our future.

Thank you for helping to protect the beauty, character and 
biodiversity of the Sacramento Valley as we look ahead to 
the next 30 years of conservation. 

With sincere gratitude for all of you and the community for 
which we are a part, stay well and I hope to see you soon.

Kelly Hopkins 
Executive Director
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Active Docents for the 2020 Season: 

SVC enjoys recognizing our generous volunteers, donors and 
docents at the annual member appreciation event, Cowboy 
Breakfast. Due to current health recommendations, we will 
not be able to host the beloved breakfast. Although we 
cannot meet in person to say what their efforts mean to this 
organization, we hope the value of their work can be expressed 
through our most sincere thank you.  

Before COVID-19 prevention measures cancelled group 
activities, docents contributed more than 125 hours of 
program support through just 5 Saturdays at Deer Creek Hills! 
In addition to these guided outings, docents have also given 
their time to special projects including welding o-rings on 
shade structure posts, digging post holes, fixing a toolshed, 
and pulling weeds. Even sheltering in place, docents continued 
to contribute indoors by testing our new website and prepping 
educational materials for future outings.

Public Access Advisory Group: In recognition of Deer Creek 
Hills Preserve’s unique ecology, interconnected and intact 
state, and connection to the greater regional landscape as an 
anchor preserve, the Public Access Advisory Group (PAAG) was 
formed in 2020 and is comprised of long-standing and involved 
docents representing all interests of the preserve. The advisor 
group seeks to help in shaping user policies that minimize 
negative ecological impacts while providing a high-quality visitor 
experience through educational and recreational opportunities.

THANK YOU, DOCENTS

n INVASIVE SPECIES REMOVAL

Yellow star thistle depletes surrounding soil 
moisture and if left unchecked, can quickly 
establish itself as a monoculture, degrading the 
surrounding biodiversity and providing little 
habitat for native wildlife. On the Sherbakoff 
Conservation Easement, SVC is working to 
eradicate 50-acres of thistle and improve the 
quality of the site for Swainson’s hawk foraging 
habitat. 

n IMPROVING GRAZING
SVC recently completed the installation of a well 
on the AKT 184 Preserve to provide a reliable 
water source for annual winter-spring cattle 
grazing. Cattle play a key role in emulating the 
ecological role of wild ungulate herds that once 
roamed the Central Valley by reducing grass 
build-up (thatching). This in turn helps native 
wildflowers and grasses disperse and thrive, 
as well as reduces the risk and intensity of 
wildfires. 

n INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIPS
SVC Stewardship Staff are finalizing a 10-year 
Vegetation Management Plan in partnership 
with Cal Fire to conduct prescribed burning for 
invasive weed control and to help reduce the 
risk of wildfire. This partnership will also serve 
to provide training opportunities for hundreds 
of seasonal firefighters hired annually for the 
fire season. 

n PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
For nearly a century there has been a concern 
regarding the regeneration of native blue 
oaks in the Central Valley. SVC is working with 
local landowners and partners to support oak 
plantings in our native open spaces with the 
recent installation of 499 blue oaks.

Every year, SVC’s stewardship team makes more 
than 150 visits to properties, snapping hundreds of 
monitoring photos, while overseeing thousands of 
acres of protected open space. They wear out boots and 
gloves fixing fences, pulling weeds, and often—quite 
literally—going the extra mile to ensure SVC maintains 
the community’s trust to protect Sacramento Valley’s 
precious open spaces in perpetuity. 

Camp Pollock 
Tom Monahan
Gary Roller
Lydia Baca
Brandon Goni

Hiking / Educational
Lisa Couper, PAAG Chair
Thomas Baumann, PAAG
Miki Fujitsubo
Jeff Jennings
Sarah O'Gara
David Scharlach
Summer Ward
Leslie Exter
Janet Fullwood
Judy Molle
Rio Olson
Mike Ranta
Robert Sydnor

Equestrian
Donald Hess, PAAG 
David Jones, PAAG
Lynda Roper, PAAG
Cherri Heinze
Walt Amaral 
Maria Britton 
Estella Hoskins 
Pam Murphy 
Pam Strand 
Cordell Van Rees 
Laura Vanbaak 

Mountain Bike
Bill Claypool, PAAG Cochair
Greg Tenorio, PAAG
James Carr 
Chris Moffitt 
David Rhodes 
Phil Clevenger 

Bob Horowitz 
Richard King 
Randal Simin 

Docents in Training 
Laura Fujitsubo
Angela Giordano
Janice Kelley
Janet Kuzawa
Kathy Mack
Ken Mack
Jeff Neczypor
Ashley Oldenburg 
Molly Penberth
Kelly Penneman
Nicole Rinke
Brian Tong
Susan Wirgler
Lisa Zaffran

Lead Docents are marked in bold.
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Deer Creek Hills Preserve is continuing limited hikes through May 30. Preregistration REQUIRED at www.SacramentoValleyConservancy.org

Your gift today is an investment in 
local land  conservation at a time 

when it matters most.

Our roots run deep. It’s been 30 years since the Sacramento Valley Conservancy’s founders established the 
organization with two basic principles for land conservation: that open lands are necessary for quality of life 
and that we must care for the land today so future generations may enjoy its physical and spiritual benefits 
tomorrow. Nearly 17,600 acres, 59 permanently protected properties and 45 conservation easements later, the 
founders’ vision for a network of protected natural and working landscapes has taken shape, and will remain 
forever protected from subdivision or development. Your generous gift today is an investment in the next 30 years 
of local land conservation. As a nonprofit organization, we depend on the generosity of supporters like you. Together we can continue 
protecting farm and ranch lands, open spaces and wild places essential to the health and well-being of the entire Sacramento region. 
Your support truly makes a difference, now and for our future.
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF CONSERVATION! 


