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CULTIVATING HEALTHY 
OAK WOODLANDS
This Fall, SVC partnered with the Sacramento Tree 
Foundation and with the local community to collect acorns 
for Native Oak Reforestation projects. With the help of local 
oak expert Zarah Wyly and volunteers, we collected over a 
thousand acorns to be used in our reforestation efforts. 

Over eight hundred Blue Oak (Quercus douglasii) acorns 
were collected to be used for onsite reforestation efforts 
at Deer Creek Hills. These Blue Oak acorns are collected 
locally and therefore are well adapted to thrive in the arid 
savannahs of the Deer Creek Hills area. Helix Environmental 
Planning will plant these oaks and fence them off to prevent 
deer and cattle from consuming them while they are in the 
early stages of development.

The Sacramento Tree Foundation is a leader in community 
acorn collection and reforestation in the Sacramento 
Region. Their Acorn Harvest program offers a place for local 
harvesters to deposit their acorns as well as training and 
information on best practices for effective, ethical acorn 

collection. A number of Interior Live Oak and Valley Oak 
acorns were collected and delivered to the Sacramento Tree 
Foundation to be used in their regional reforestation efforts. 

At the Sacramento Valley Conservancy, we believe that 
conservation efforts are most impactful when they are 
collaborative. A special thanks to the Sacramento Tree 
Foundation and our volunteers for helping to steward 
our Blue Oak Woodlands. We are hopeful that this year’s 
collection will be the first of many!
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FIRE ON THE LANDSCAPE

Wildfire can be destructive and unpredictable; conversely, 
fire can also be restorative, if managed appropriately. With 
California’s evolving climate, fire will play an increasingly 
critical role in our region’s ecological health and well-being. 
Historically, the California landscape evolved with fire, cleansing 
itself of excess vegetation and returning nutrients to the soil. 
Despite good intentions, Californians have obstructed this 
natural process for the last 100 years by suppressing fire from 
the landscape. In that time we’ve also built homes, businesses, 
and roadways, further fragmenting our forests, woodlands and 
grasslands. 

In July 2020, the California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (CAL FIRE) finalized a Vegetation Management Plan 



 continued from page 1

The Conservancy's land acquisition program continues to 
make progress towards several goals, despite the challenges 
created by the Covid-19 pandemic. Last April, Resources 
Legacy Fund's Land-Sea Connection program awarded SVC, 
in partnership with the Cosumnes Coalition and the American 
River Conservancy, a grant to help fund a full-time Acquisition 
position to support an increased focus on land acquisition 
projects throughout the Cosumnes River watershed. This 
watershed is home to important natural resources and 
productive agricultural lands.

At the end of October 2020, SVC and Sacramento County 
Flood Control Agency finalized the purchase of a 130-acre 
agricultural/grazing property located along the Cosumnes 
River where SVC holds a previously recorded (2018) 
Swainson's hawk easement. This multi-benefit project, which 
has already protected habitat for migratory birds, will also be 

PROTECTING THE NATURAL 
WONDERS AND RESOURCES 
OF THE COSUMNES RIVER 
WATERSHED

used to facilitate groundwater recharge and help improve 
surface water flows for salmon runs and upstream spawning. 
Projects like these are supported by multiple project partners 
and funding sources, including the California Department of 
Water Resources and the Regional Water Authority, which 
administers the grant, to support surface and groundwater 
management development and to hire a Multi-Benefit Project 
Watershed Coordinator, and by The Nature Conservancy for a 
Groundwater/Flow Planning grant. 

Successful land acquisition and multi-benefit projects require 
working closely with a variety of organizations and agencies to 
coordinate efforts, secure funding, and to facilitate landowner 
outreach. The partners working on sustainable conservation 
projects in the Cosumnes River watershed have together 
protected approximately 62,000 acres of lands which are 
critical to preserving the river's landscapes and ecosystems. 
SVC applauds the many organizations and agencies 
involved who have been fundamental to the progress made 
in protecting the natural wonders and resources of the 
Cosumnes River watershed. 

The Cosumnes River is unique because it is the only 
remaining undammed Western Sierra river system flowing 
from the Sierra Nevada and covers approximately 940 
square miles from the headwaters to its confluence with 
the Mokelumne River in the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta. However, the impact of reduced groundwater in 
the Cosumnes River watershed has led to an increased 
importance for recharge projects in this area. Groundwater is 
a critical defense to extended droughts and climate change, 
improving natural flood control, sustaining levels of potable 
water accessible to wells, and helping surface flows of the 
river from interruptions during critical times for Chinook 
Salmon, other wildlife, and habitats. The goal of groundwater 
recharge projects is to increase the acreage of land that is 
managed to hold larger amounts of water for longer periods 
of time to allow the water to filter through the soil and enter 
the groundwater holding system, such as an aquifer.

for SVC properties including the Sacramento Prairie Vernal Pool 
Preserve and parcels located in East Sacramento County. The 
Plan, which thoroughly considers historical, cultural and natural 
resources, will guide CAL FIRE’s annual prescribed burning on 
SVC properties, will provide necessary training for fire service 
professionals as they prepare for the peak fire season, and will 
support ecosystem health for Conservancy lands. 

CAL FIRE’s Vegetation Management Program goals are to 
reduce conflagration fires, optimize soil  productivity, and to 
protect and improve floral and faunal values. 

SVC is excited to further develop our existing partnership with 
CAL FIRE and participate in the growing dialogue between 
private conservation-focused land management and fire 
service professionals. For more information about the CAL FIRE 
Vegetation Management Program please visit: 
www.fire.ca.gov/programs/resource-management/resource-
protection-improvement/vegetation-management-program/ 



SVC manages Camp Pollock for its wild native beauty and 
historical significance. Camp Pollock was established by the 
North Sacramento Land Company, and the lodge was built 
by the Lyons Club for the Boy Scouts of America in 1922. 
As we approach the 100th anniversary, staff has begun to 
gather history about this unique space.

During a volunteer service day, Program Coordinator Carly 
Amatisto and Anna, a CIVITAS Service Learning Internship 
student from Rio Americano High School, discovered a 
sweet surprise! Buried in a blackberry bramble under 
a black walnut tree lives a healthy, vibrant quince tree. 
John Preece, Lead Researcher for the USDA Agricultural 
Research Services met with the pair in order to explore the 
heritage orchard, and was surprised to find this ancient 
fruit. The quince is a fruit that resembles a green apple or 
pear with a fuzzy and bulbous charm. Quince trees were 
once the prize variety for any fruit preserver 80 years ago. 
Although the fruit is inedible when raw, once poached or 
turned into jam or jelly it is divine. The quince is 1 of about 
8 fruit trees that are arranged in rows on the Northern 
edge of the property.

Not much is known about this heritage orchard at Camp 
Pollock. Based on the size, height and spacing it is 
estimated that these trees are between 60-100 years old. 
It is unclear what the original purpose for the orchard was, 
but staff are eager to find out. Were these trees originally 
planted in order to teach boy scouts about canning and 
preserving? Or maybe it acted like a victory garden for the 
community during World War II?

Can you help us maintain the history and legacy of Camp 
Pollock? If you have any historical information about Camp 
Pollock or the heritage orchard, please send us an email 
at outreach@sacramentovalleyconservancy.org. We would 
love to hear your stories about this special place.

DISCOVERING THE PAST 
AND CELEBRATING 100 
YEARS!

If you’ve visited the 11-acre riverfront camp in the last few 
months, you have likely noticed construction crews on site and 
some changes to the back lawn portion of the property. Last 
fall, we announced the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) had 
approved a grant for $176,000 for site improvements at Camp 
Pollock. Now, we are pleased to report the project is underway!

New trails will loop throughout the open space to invite visitors 
to explore more of the property, replacing high-maintenance 
lawn with nearly a mile of permeable decomposed granite 
trails and drought-tolerant native plant gardens. The parking 
area is being improved, a new gathering and picnic area will 
be nestled on the backside of the lodge, and new educational 
signs will teach visitors about the unique parkway resources.

Fulfilling our community’s vision for Camp Pollock is far from 
complete, and we are asking for your help. Project expenses 
exceed the WCB grant funding. With the loss in revenue from 
Camp Pollock rentals being cancelled during the pandemic, 
we are in need of donations and more funding. You can 
also volunteer your time to help with maintenance and 
improvement projects, and the sprouting of Camp Pollock’s 
new native plant nursery. 

IMPROVEMENTS AT 
CAMP POLLOCK
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YOUR IMPACT

THANK YOU!

of farmers fed communities 
local and across the globe.

raised $45,000 for a Tiny House 
for Camp Pollock's manager.

hours at Camp Pollock.

to DCH trailhead, new kiosk, shade 
structure, and memorial tables.

to maintain 9+ miles of trail for 
3000+ visitors and 67 outings.

of cattle grazed to 
manage rangeland.

impacted by 5 fires. 70 hours of 
direct berm remediation. 

These are just a few 2020 highlights 
made possible because of generous 

volunteers, donors and partners. 
Thank you for your continued 

support. We look forward to seeing 
you on the trails when our 2021 

season begins in February.

3 GENERATIONS 171 DONORS 720+ VOLUNTEER

360+ HOURS 850 HEADIMPROVEMENTS

1,050 ACRES
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