
SPRING 2021

info@sacramentovalleyconservancy.org   |   916-974-4326   |  Nonprofit ID # 68-0256214

SPECIES SPOTLIGHT: BURROWING OWL
The Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) is not your typical owl. 
Instead of spending most of its time in trees, it is ground-
dwelling, lives in grasslands, and shelters and nests in dens 
that were dug by other animals like ground squirrels or 
coyotes. It’s also quite adaptable and will nest in piles of PVC 
pipe, logs, and other burrows unintentionally provided by 
humans. When nesting, the Burrowing Owl will spread animal 
dung around the opening of its den to attract dung beetles 
and other insects, making it easy to grab a quick bite for 
themselves or their growing owlets. The Burrowing Owl is also 
crepuscular, which means instead of being active through the 
night when we typically see and hear owls, they are active at 
dawn and dusk. 

With over 12,000 acres 
of grasslands under 
management and easement, 
SVC has the opportunity 
and responsibility to protect 
and enhance these lands to 
support and even increase 
capacity for Burrowing Owl 
populations. In California, 
the Burrowing Owl is listed 
as a “Species of Concern,” 
which is an informal term 
that means this species may 
be in need of concentrated 
conservation actions. With the 
Sacramento Region seeing 
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1,000 ACRES OF VERNAL 
POOL PRESERVE AND 
GROWING!

the fastest rate of development and growth in the state, it 
is critical that we maintain open and contiguous spans of 
our grasslands to support these owls and keep them from 
becoming threatened or endangered. SVC Stewardship Staff 
are currently seeking grant funding and working with docents 
to run a pilot program that will identify suitable locations and 
install artificial burrows at Deer Creek Hills Preserve. If the 
program is successful, staff will work to expand the program 
to other properties.

Traveling down Jackson Highway at 50 miles per hour, 
passersby might see the Sacramento Prairie Vernal Pool 
Preserve signs and recognize the SVC logo. But, what they 
won’t see is the abundance of tiny critters and plants which are 
unique to these pools and this region. These seasonal wetlands 
host more than 200 species. Only about 10% of California’s 
vernal pools remain today. 
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The Family Trail Loop is 
now open to the public, 
Saturdays and Sundays 
through the end of May. 
Beginning at the Eagle Camp 
Corral, this hike is a little 
under 1 mile in distance and 
less than 4% average slope. 
Spring is the time to keep an 
eye out for California native 
flowers like lupine and soap 
root. 
 
Boot Brush Station is up 
and running! After you check 
in at the corral be sure to 
scrape your boots off as 
you learn about invasive 
weeds and how you can stop 
the spread of these pesky 
hitchhikers. Thank you to REI 
for the generous support 
of SVC’s weed management 
and trailhead improvement 
project. 

I'm Karen Huffines. I live in Rocklin, 
CA. I retired last year after a 20+ year 
career in elementary education. One 
of my favorite things to do is get 
outside and hike. In this past year 
of Covid restrictions, being outside 
has been even more important for 
both our physical and mental health. 
I fell in love with the Deer Creek Hills 
Preserve property after attending a 

guided yoga hike. I volunteered as a way to support the work 
of Sacramento Valley Conservancy and help share and protect 
this beautiful area.

Although many things have slowed down over the course of 
this last year, the SVC Public Access Program has been moving 
right along! In 2020, SVC hosted 700 more self-guided hikers 
than any previous year. Here are some highlights of recent 
improvements SVC has been working on to enhance public 
education and access, and to reduce human impact on the 
Preserve: 

NEW DOCENT SPOTLIGHT: 
KAREN HUFFINES

DEER CREEK HILLS PRESERVE: 
ENHANCING EDUCATION 
AND ACCESS WHILE 
REDUCING PUBLIC IMPACT

A NEW APPROACH TO 
DOCENT TRAINING AND 
GUIDED OUTINGS
81 DOCENTS COMMIT TO SHARING THEIR 
PASSION FOR OPEN SPACE IN 2021

After a year like 2020, SVC staff decided to focus on the simple 
things in 2021. Without the ability to host in-person gatherings, 
docent training moved to a virtual format. In January of 2021 
the Deer Creek Hills Annual Docent Training was presented live 
through Google Meets. Although there are a few features that 
could have been improved, the new format did allow SVC to 
reach a much larger group of interested volunteers. Compared 
to last year’s attendance, 2021 annual training saw a 64% 
increase in participation by new docents. The ability to record 
and distribute the training to anyone who missed the live 
presentation also had a huge impact on access. To date, SVC is 
proud to say there are 81 docents who have committed their 
time to supporting public access at Deer Creek Hills and Camp 
Pollock. 

With such a large response by new volunteers it was decided 
to focus on docent education this Spring. During a normal 
year, Deer Creek Hills docents lead a variety of outings 
including miles of hiking and riding, carefully scouted bird 
watching endeavors, and rejuvenating yoga sessions. In an 
effort to reduce the risk of exposure for SVC docents, public 
outings were put on hold for the Spring allowing docents to 
take time to teach each other. By offering "docent leading 
docent" outings, volunteers who may not otherwise have the 
opportunity to experience each variety of outings now have the 
chance. Led by established docents with many years of land-
based knowledge, docent-only outings create an environment 
for learning in the field and a chance at social connection. 



At almost 100 years young, the Myrtle Johnston Lodge is 
glowing! Thanks to a SMUD Shine Award, match funding, and 
the California Conservation Corps’ (CCC) Energy Corps, 18 new 
energy efficient fixtures are providing better visibility and will 
help reduce future energy consumption at Camp Pollock. 

A group of 11 Corpsmembers received energy industry level 
training from a licensed electrician during the 2-day install.   
The CCC Energy Corps is funded through the Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Fund, which is managed by the California Air 
Resources Board. 

In addition to the lighting project in the lodge, in the last 
12 months SVC oversaw the installation of nearly a mile of 
permeable decomposed granite trails, an improved parking 
area, as well as a new gathering and picnic area located on the 
backside of the lodge. 

What’s next? SVC is working on a set of educational interpretive 
signs to teach visitors about the unique resources in the 
Lower American River Parkway at Camp Pollock.  A new 
bioswale sign borders the parking lot, as the first of many 
new signs. This beautiful new sign was sponsored by the 
Stormwater Quality Program, funded through the Sacramento 
County Department of Water Resources.  Sign sponsors are 
needed. Businesses, individuals, and agencies interested 
in sponsoring an interpretive sign should contact us at 
info@sacramentovalleyconservancy.org. Your support 
for interpretive education will be enjoyed by over 7,000 
recreational visitors, volunteers, renters, and youth program 
participants who visit each year. 

The area south of Jackson Highway between Excelsior Road 
and Sunrise Boulevard has six conservation easements, with 
over 1,000 acres of vernal pool and grassland habitat which 
has been permanently protected by SVC.  The Conservancy's 
newest addition to the preserve is the 163-acre Cook project, 
which is being dedicated by Elliott Homes as off-site mitigation 
for a development project in Rancho Cordova.  

This new conservation easement will permanently protect 
annual grasslands, providing foraging habitat for Swainson’s 
hawk, as well as seasonal wetland and vernal pool habitats, 
supporting vernal pool fairy shrimp (Branchinecta lynchi), vernal 
pool tadpole shrimp (Lepidurus packardi), midvalley fairy shrimp 
(Branchinecta mesovallensis) and California linderiella (Linderiella 
occidentalis).

SVC will both own and manage the Cook preserve, and the 
Wildlife Heritage Foundation will hold the conservation 
easement. The preserve will also serve as a working landscape; 
SVC will lease the land to a local rancher to utilize seasonal 
cattle grazing as a habitat management tool.

The Sacramento Prairie Vernal Pool Preserve will be featured 
in SVC’s educational film series, and is expected to be released 
this Summer. If you would like to find out more about the 
SPVPP or sponsor the film to support the protection of these 
special places, please use the included remittance envelope or 
email us at info@sacramentovalleyconservancy.org.

CAMP POLLOCK GETS 
A GLOW UP
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Hike Deer Creek Hills Saturdays & Sundays through May. Preregistration REQUIRED at www.SacramentoValleyConservancy.org

Your investment in local land conservation today 
ensures these special places will be here for 

future generations. Please make a donation to the 
Sacramento Valley Conservancy today. 
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INSIDE THIS

EDUCATIONAL FILM #3 IN PRODUCTION

COMING SOON: SVC’S THIRD 
FILM WILL HIGHLIGHT 
VERNAL POOLS AND 
CATTLE GRAZING ON THE 
SACRAMENTO PRAIRIE 
VERNAL POOL PRESERVE.

        THANK YOU TO OUR FILM SPONSORS
• THE JAMES AND SUSAN MCCLATCHY FUND
• DAVID AND MAXINE CLARK FAMILY FUND  
• AL AND CHRISTIE JAHNS
• TRISH PEASE
• KATHRYN A. SHURTLEFF & MICHAEL A. SMITH
• KJ2 PRODUCTIONS


