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MORRISON CREEK PRESERVE
We are excited to announce that the Sacramento Valley 
Conservancy (SVC) holds a new 522-acre conservation 
easement in Rancho Cordova: the Morrison Creek Preserve, 
which is located in the Rio Del Oro Project area and was 
recorded at the end of 2021. SVC is both the Preserve 
Manager and conservation easement holder which 
permanently protects 510 acres of vernal pool and upland 
habitat as well as 12 acres of valley elderberry longhorn 
beetle habitat.

The preserve is located south of White Rock Road and north 
of Douglas Road in Rancho Cordova. The preserve serves 
to protect habitat for federally listed and protected species 
including vernal pool fairy shrimp, vernal pool tadpole shrimp, 
Swainson’s hawk, tricolored blackbird, and white-tailed kite, 
as well as species of special concern including western 
spadefoot toad, burrowing owl, Cooper’s hawk, northern 
harrier and loggerhead shrike.

With the additional acres protected through the Preserve, 
SVC has now protected over 6,890 acres of Vernal Pool and 
Upland habitat in Sacramento County. SVC continues to work 
with local landowners, public agencies, ranchers, developers, 
mining companies, and other partners to protect many more 
thousands of acres of land to provide connected, protected 
landscapes where rare, native plants and animals can thrive.
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THE LOWER AMERICAN 
RIVER NATIVE PLANT 
NURSERY AT CAMP POLLOCK
More and more Californians are choosing to garden with 
native plants. Why? Native plants have a beauty unique to 
California, are climate conscious, and bridge the gap between 
wild and developed landscapes for butterflies, birds and other 
wildlife.

The Lower American River Native Plant Nursery at Camp 
Pollock is a proud partner of Bloom! California, meaning that 
we — along with 100+ other nurseries around the state — are 
committed to providing our community with native plants 
known for their easy care requirements, statewide success, 
and great habitat power.

April is National Native Plant Month and California Native 
Plant Week (April 16-23)

SVC held our first native plant sale at Camp Pollock in April 
2022! More than 400 native plants have made their way 
to new yards, improving the native habitat for local bees, 
butterflies, birds, and other critters who rely on these local 
species to survive. 

The Native Nursery has been made possible through a 
SMUD Shine grant, several private donors, mentorship from 
volunteers at Sac Valley CNPS, and generous in-kind support 
from Teichert, Bob Slobe, and SVC's dedicated docents and 
volunteers.

Visitors to Camp Pollock can now check out over an acre of 
newly planted Bloom-inspired native plant demonstration 
areas and pick up a Bloom Passport to learn more about what 
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The Crevis Creek Riparian Restoration Project is a joint 
effort, in partnership with the Sacramento Tree Foundation, 
establishing riparian exclusion zones along Crevis Creek at 
Deer Creek Hills Preserve. Why is this project important? First, 
nearly half of the entire creek length, including its source, 
fall within the Preserve boundaries; therefore, management 
decisions and activities within the preserve have a significant 
impact on this waterway on site and downstream, where 
Crevis Creek meets with Deer Creek and then the Cosumnes 
River. Second, due to over a century of unrestricted grazing, 
the creek has been denuded from nearly all shrub and 
tree cover that would have once provided shade and 
refuge for wildlife. Instead there’s just a rocky creek bed, 
annual grassland, and a handful of remaining willows and 
cottonwoods. Reestablishing vegetation other than grasses 
helps slow runoff and retains water in deep root structures, 
benefiting soil, water quality, and creating more diverse plant 
and wildlife communities. 

GARDENING WITH NATURE 
ON YOUR SIDE

CREVIS CREEK RIPARIAN 
RESTORATION PROJECT

After a long and disappointingly dry winter, spring is a 
welcomed joy. As you take to the garden remember to work 
with nature, not against it. As Aldo Leopold so simply put it, 
“A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, 
stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is 
wrong when it tends otherwise.” 

Two great ways of gardening with nature on your side are to 
incorporate beneficial insects into your pest management 
plans, and consider planting a water efficient rain garden. 

Three kinds of insects are helpful in your garden: predators, 
parasites and pollinators. Predators are insects which seek 
out harmful bugs and wipe them out before they are a 
problem (example: Soldier Beetles). Parasites are creatures 
that live off of others, including bugs, and keep them from 
overrunning your garden (example: Aphidius Wasp). We all 
know and love our pollinators! Keep them around with native 
California plants and they will keep your garden buzzing 
(example: Native Ground Bees).

Before considering spraying chemicals in your yard, get to 
know the insects in your garden, and try to use their abilities 
to strengthen your garden naturally against pests. 

If you are looking to do something different in your yard this 
year, consider planting a Rain Garden to catch storm water, 
divert harmful runoff back into the soil, and keep it out of the 
storm drain! All you need is a planter bed near a downspout 
from your roof or dig a depression in your garden where 
water is allowed to collect during storms. Plant native plants 
and grasses with deep roots and wait for the rain! Detailed 
instructions and resources are available at waterresources.
saccounty.net. Search rain gardens. 

Thanks to our friends at Sacramento Stormwater Quality 
Program, Kathryn Shurtleff & Michael Smith, Steve & Bronwyn 
Schweigerdt, Hedgerow Farms, and a donation in memory 
of William Edward Pollock. You can also check out more 
information about these garden tips on our brand new 
interpretive signs at Camp Pollock. Signs will be installed and 
ready to view in May.

You can support an educational panel by visiting  
www.SacramentoValleyConservancy.org/donate-now 

plants will work best in their own yards. Visit Camp Pollock on 
a volunteer day or attend the June 11 open house to chat with 
our team about Bloom! California plants. Visit our website 
to see when the next plant sale will take place to begin your 
native plant journey, or visit bloomcalifornia.org to learn 
more. Let’s get growing! 



On May 4th, 1922, Carl E. Johnston, Lions Club member and 
son of North Sacramento Land Company (NSLC) founder 
D.W. Johnston, donated one acre of property to the Boy 
Scouts. In 1937, George G. Pollock, an active leader of the 
Golden Empire Council of Boy Scouts donated 10 acres of 
land adjacent to the existing lodge property. The site was 
subsequently renamed in his honor. 100 years later SVC is 
proud to continue the Johnston, Pollock, and Scout traditions 
by managing the property for conservation, education, and 
outdoor recreation for the public to enjoy.

We welcome you to join us in celebration of the 100th 
Anniversary of Camp Pollock on Saturday, June 11th as we 
recognize partners, contributors and dedicated volunteers 
for a GRAND REOPENING of the site after nearly two years of 
improvements!

The event will feature a scavenger hunt, environmental 
education partners, local food, live music, and family friendly 
activities including a free native plant for youth participants 
(while supplies last). This kid friendly event is free and open to 
the public. Please visit our website to register and for more 
information. 

After two years of covid preventing guided tours at Deer 
Creek Hills Preserve, SVC Docents have been excited to 
resume educational hikes this spring. Topics vary weekly 
from history, wildlife, native plants, birding, and woodland 
mindfulness. Groups are limited to 15, making this an intimate 
and unique way to learn about the 4,600-acre preserve. 
Spring season run through the month of May.

Need some alone time in nature? Explore the marked trails at 
your own pace on Saturdays from 9am-1pm for self-guided 
hiking. With the weather rapidly warming and severe drought 
conditions, we recommend starting your hike early and 
bringing extra water.

Online registration in advance is required for all visits to Deer 
Creek Hills Preserve. For a full list of outings and to register, 
head over to SacramentoValleyConservancy.org/Events

CAMP POLLOCK 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!

VOLUNTEER IN THE NURSERY
Donate your time and share your love for plants by 
volunteering in the nursery propagation yard, or help 
maintain the demonstration garden beds. Don’t forget 
about group volunteer days the first Saturday of the month! 
Email outreach@sacramentovalleyconservancy.org for more 
information.

DOCENT-GUIDED HIKES 
RETURN!

BIG DAY OF GIVING | MAY 5
Mark your calendar for the Sacramento region’s annual day of 
celebrating philanthropy by donating to the causes that mean 
the most to you. Each year, in just 24 hours, millions of dollars 
are raised for local nonprofits. Improve the community and 
inspire others to take part. If open space is your happy place, 
make a donation to SVC for Big Day of Giving. Early giving 
starts April 21. You can also mail a check ahead of time (just 
put “BDOG” in the memo line) or contact us if you would like 
to provide matching funds to encourage others to donate.
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Your support for local land conservation and stewardship 
makes an impact today and for future generations. Please 
use the enclosed envelope or visit SVC's website to make a 
secure and paperless donation today.


